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Open College of the Arts 
Tutor report  

  

Student name  Karina Lozovaia Student number   513153 

Course/Module  Illustration 1 Assignment number   Four 

 

 
 
Overall Comments 
 
Part four has focused on developing your own style and producing work that 
directly responds to a brief. Overall, your response has been good, you show 
a strength for the subject and your imagery is becoming increasingly more 
sophisticated. To continue to succeed and for your final part I’d recommend 
you add a little more reflection in your learning log to give us some more 
insight and continue to focus on specialist areas of illustration for your 
research. I have included some suggested reading at the end of the report to 
help support this element.  
 
Project: Tools and materials 
This project asked you to reflect on the use of a particular medium used by 
illustrators, and to test it out within your own work. The range of illustrators 
you have looked at is good and your own version using similar materials has 
turned out very well – however more critique of how the artists use these 
particular materials and how effectively you accomplished your own material 
use would be beneficial to you. 
 
Project: Audiences 
One of the distinctions between fine art image making and illustration is 
working with an audience in mind. You were asked to produce illustrations to 
be used as part of a series of poster to publicise a museum to children aged 
five to nine, teenagers, and a general adult audience. You’ve produced three 
attractive and thoughtful images with writing that demonstrates your 
consideration for your audience. Which one did you think worked best for its 
audience? Which audience did you prefer working for? These questions are 
part of the reflections I think you should be making to help define your own 
practice. You’re demonstrating good use of your own engagement with 
contemporary illustration to help you broaden your methods further, work 
towards gaining contemporary and historic understanding of your medium too, 
for instance part of your enquiry should look into how your own work 
compares to or fits with contemporary poster design. 
 
Project: Areas of illustration 
You were asked to illustrate a children’s book cover entitled ‘Animals from 
Around the World’; produce a menu card for a quality fish restaurant; and 
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design a tattoo based on the word Mum. Your tattoo is very well developed 
and has a nice fusion of tribal elements and subtle integration of the word 
‘mum.’ Your menu card is fitting and once again feels well thought out and 
developed with a good finished piece. My own taste is for the multi-coloured 
images one step before your final fish image  – these feel very confident and 
clean but I also appreciate why you chose the final version as this may be 
more inkeeping with a food restaurant’s logo. 
 
Your animals of the world project Is also a great exercise, you’ve research 
book design layouts very well here and your thumbnailed designs for books 
show a reasonable amount of exploration. Your ideas for your book jackets 
are playful and it seems you’ve enjoyed working on this exercise. Of the three 
images, my favourite is number 2 – the colours, the form and balance on the 
page is wonderful and it works as both surface pattern and illustration. Your 
line work could do with balancing out throughout so that there are some 
standardised thicknesses but overall I feel this image is most accomplished. 
Which did you prefer? Why? 
 
Project: Visual distortion 
This exercise followed a process of stylisation by drawing and then collaging 
an image of a cat or dog. You’ve accomplished a lot with this exercise, from 
some lovely initial illustrations to some striking and quite surreal looking final 
imagery. This is an excellent study task – were you pleased with the 
outcome? Would you use this way of working again? 
 
Project: Character development 
You were asked to develop a series of characters, producing drawings from 
different angles, and expressing different emotions and expressions. You 
seem to have found this task quite straight forward and your final imagery is 
clean and reasonably well considered – how might his body language have 
changed with different emotions and expressions? How could you move this 
character a little more away from the adventure time style, for it to become 
more your own? 
 
Assessment potential  
 

I understand your aim is to go for the Visual Communications / Creative Arts 
Degree and that you plan to submit your work for assessment at the end of this 
course. From the work you have shown in this assignment, and providing you 
commit yourself to the course, I suggest that you are likely to be successful in the 
assessment. 

 
Feedback on assignment  
Creative and analytical thinking, Visual and Technical Skills 
 
Assignment four gave you the opportunity to show off your developing style 
and use of tools and materials by responding to a magazine illustration brief in 
which you focused on a selected theme. This editorial image has a strong 
concept to it. It’s a lovely idea and begins to read as you intended however, I 
wonder if the inclusion of the original teardrop, marking out other restaurants 
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in the area might have made this clearer? The map pattern on your plate is 
also a sophisticated idea that demonstrates you may have a flair for more 
conceptual and editorial work so I would encourage pushing this element in 
assignment 5. Picking out a colour palette similar to a digital map and 
replicating a similar line are all elements you could consider for teasing out 
more of this idea through your illustration. It’s great to see the illustration laid 
out properly in your magazine mock up too. A nice assignment to round off 
this part, well done. 
 
 
Sketchbooks  
Your exercises and projects are most lively when you demonstrate your 
sketchbook development. It’s great to see this variety of idea before you 
narrow down your focus, so keep working to include initial sketches and 
thumbnailed ideas for each of your tasks. 
 
 
Learning Logs or Blogs / Critical essays  
Your learning logs are good and show a reasonable development of the work 
you’re undertaking. Your own opinions of the work you are undertaking are 
still a little quiet and it would be good to see you demonstrating more of the 
questions you are asking yourself as you go along and your own opinions on 
your outcomes, how they could be improved or where you think the work 
might lead you in the future.  
 
Suggested viewing/reading  
 
Look to keep yourself informed about both general illustrators and mediums 
for your work, for instance you might to look at websites such as 
www.typographicposter.com - would any of these designs influenced how you 
might have set out your museum posters? The V&A do a yearly illustration 
award which includes an editorial section, you might like to try and enter next 
year and look at some of this year’s finalists. What about professional 
illustrators? It may be worth getting together a list of some of your favourite 
editorial illustrators to help ascertain the style of work in this sector you like 
the most, are you drawn to concepts or the mood or pure aesthetics? 
 
You might want to read up / refresh yourself on the study guide  introducing learning 

logs and particularly the section developing your learning log using reflective writing 

and use this as a checklist to ensure you’re covering all these elements in your 

learning log.  I’d also recommend you work through the looking at artists study guide 

as you may find some of these pointers useful to help open up some more questions 

and conversations which will ascertain why you are drawn to particular artists. 

 
Pointers for the next assignment 
The final assignment invites you to bring together all that you have learnt 
throughout the course into a range of illustration briefs.  
 
This is an opportunity to amplify more of your voice and opinion within your 
learning log, to ask more questions of your work and continue to explore 

http://www.typographicposter.com/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/b/villa-2016/editorial
http://www.oca-student.com/study-guides/introducing-learning-logs
http://www.oca-student.com/study-guides/introducing-learning-logs
http://www.oca-student.com/study-guides/looking-artists
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artists and designers who have mastered a medium (book design/ typography 
/ editorial etc). Looking forward to seeing this final part! 
 

 
Tutor name:  Beth Dawson 
Date  18th July 2016 
Next assignment due 11th September 2016 
 


