
 1 

 

Open College of the Arts 
Tutor report  

  

Student name  Karina Lozovaia Student number   513153 

Course/Module Illustration 1 Assignment number   Three 

 

 
Overall Comments 
This part of the course explores on the process of transforming your ideas into 
a form that best communicates them. 
 
Overall your response to part three has been very good! You’ve made some 
strong piece of work and are using your learning with thought and some 
humour too. In order to keep developing you now need to focus on being a 
little braver with showing us your most rough sketches, demonstrate more 
research into developing your awareness of a broad range of illustrators past 
and present and embrace a few more media approaches for your outputs.  
 
Project: Composition and viewpoint 
Your first exercise explored visual space by using a tree, child and a building 
to create a series of images. Your work for this is well considered. You read 
your images very well and demonstrate a good understanding of how 
changing scale and composition can greatly affect narrative. I particularly like 
that you’ve used example photographs to discuss similarities between your 
images and those describing different dynamics, keep this up and look for 
opportunities to discuss and draw comparisons between your work and other 
artist illustration too.  
 
Project: Hierarchy in the image 
You were asked to carefully read an image and identify its message, narrative 
and visual hierarchy. This is a detailed and very thoughtful analysis of the 
image and a well described and undertaken exercise.  
 
Project: Visual properties 
The image development exercise encouraged you to identify visual spaces by 
cropping an image and using the results as a basis for a poster. Once again 
this is a well explored exercise where you have drawn out a lot of content 
from one single image and developed your idea well. It’s good to see that you 
recognise how you’re already using this idea of compositional cropping for 
your work already too.  
 
Project: Abstract illustration 
Having listened to a piece of music you were asked to respond visually. Again 
you’ve had some positive results from this exercise – though I would be wary 
of always jumping straight into digital illustration as sometimes using analogue 



 2 

processes adds in a little more chance and variety.. I think your first outcome 
in response to the music directly has more strength than the refined version, it 
seems to have a better relationship to the ebb and flow of the music and 
these more free-flowing, less controlled lines describe the music very well.  
 
Project: Diagrammatic illustration 
You were asked to visually give instructions for a choice of tasks. Your tea 
making diagram is an excellent outcome. You’ve done some good research 
though please reference these)  around what makes a good diagrammatic 
illustration and the pitfalls of poor instructions and have used these to make 
decisions about your layout. Your illustrations are very clear and testing these 
on your audience has meant you can confidently say that these images are 
easily to read and fit for purpose. How would you have added in an option for 
those who wanted tea or sugar without obstructing the readability of the 
piece?  
 
Project: Visuals 
These exercises focused on presenting your ideas to potential clients by 
reducing two illustrations down into simple client visuals, and reflecting on 
your choices of viewpoints from photographs that captured a range of themes. 
These exercises show a good amount of consideration for visual economy 
and you’ve used the task to help build your analogue and digital skills and 
understand the appropriate use for each, which is excellent. It’s important to 
note though that when producing client visuals economy of time is also 
extremely important – when drawing scamps the intention is to be able to 
summarise a number of ideas and possibilities quickly so that a client can 
visualise a variety of choices without too much labour being involved. Would 
you feel comfortable drawing a version of these images in under a minute that 
successfully describes the image to the client? This is the skill we are asking 
you to develop.  
 
  
Project: Creating mock-ups 
You were asked to create a mock-up for a book cover. You show good 
consideration again for this brief. Both outcomes are good solutions, My only 
suggestions would be to have used your script type more sparingly in your 
first mock up by combining this font with a sans serif. I love your concepts 
relating to the title itself – the lines drawn between the A and the B and the 
ping pong idea are both strong, it’s good to see these playful responses and a 
consideration of your colour to have it in-keeping with pop-art.  
 
 
Feedback on assignment  
 
Assignment three asked you to transform your ideas into a form that best 
communicates them by designing a poster for an Early Music concert, a Jazz 
evening or for a pop group. Your research for this project is really good and I 
am heartened to see how involved you got into getting a feel for Jazz as an 
immersive experience! This is a great thing to do for all projects and I’d 
encourage you to keep up this multimedia approach to research; watching 

http://www.gasp4.com/blog/scamp/
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related films, looking at imagery, and listening to associated music is all great 
and if possible, even go to an event (attending a jazz club could have been 
fantastic!). Where I think you could have done more research is into 
illustration and historical jazz posters themselves. There are a few good 
places online for this which I will list below in further reading. I think your final 
outcome is strong and technically skilled, though I prefer your first version with 
the block colour and simpler font – it’s great to look up fonts that are 
appropriate to your theme however, some online fonts become derivative and 
sometimes your illustrations can speak for themselves! The block bold colours 
of your brass instruments do feel pretty jazzy but perhaps some more oblique 
and surprising angles in your composition could have evoked more of the 
unexpected moments a jazz song might encompass. Varying your media and 
including a sense of texture could also have provided more interest. But 
overall this is a competent and solid submission that demonstrates some high 
level skills.  
 
 

Sketchbooks  
Your sketchbooks are being used appropriately and it’s good to see how you 
are using these to develop both your imagery and your ideas. Keep up your 
mind mapping and thumbnailing in these and continue to build up your 
confidence in sharing your very early sketches for a project.  
 
Learning Logs or Blogs / Critical essays 
 
Your learning logs are very clear and demonstrate high level thinking for each 
of your tasks. You document your work with a good balance of personal 
insight and theoretical thought, keep this up and work towards demonstrating 
how you’re informing yourself on contemporary and historical illustration 
through each task too.  
 
 
Suggested viewing/reading  
 
This polish poster archive is fantastic for very graphic and modern posters on 
a number of themes. You might like to look at the music posters especially to 
see how images can be built up in graphic ways whilst utilizing more analogue 
textures from mark making and illustration. Pinterest also has a massive 
collection of vintage jazz posters that would be worth looking for inspiration 
too – depending on the era, these posters vary dramatically and if you go far 
enough back you’ll see most of the posters are typographical woodcut 
posters.  
 
Pointers for the next assignment 
The next part of the course explores developing your own style and producing 
work that directly responds to a brief. This is an opportunity to vary your 
media approaches some more, do further research into historical and 
contemporary illustration and continue to develop and show off your sketched 
ideas before refinement through your learning log.  

 

http://www.cinemaposter.com/
http://www.cinemaposter.com/FSTalltheme.html


 4 

Tutor name:  Beth Dawson 

Date  25th January 2016 

Next assignment due 4th April 2016 

 


